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Building Momentum: SIT grads open fair trade

business
Wednesday, October 3, 2007
By: Jennifer Natapow

Kevin and Jennifer Natapow, PIM 62s, offer
Boulder CO a new opportunity to ‘shop for change’

Kevin and Jennifer Natapow, alums of SIT's Master's Program
in Intercultural Service, Leadership, and Management,
recently opened Momentum Fair Trade Shop in Boulder, CO.
The couple shares their journey with OurWorld on how their
experience working with Tibetan refugees and studies at SIT
has inspired them to offer opportunities to 'shop for change'.
According to Jennifer, "We have SIT to thank for the skills that
made it possible to open our fair trade shop." To read more
about Momentum, see recent articles in the Boulder Magazine

and Daily Camera.

Shopping with a
conscience is as
easy as heading
down to Pearl
Street with the
opening of
Momentum,
Boulder's newest
fair trade retail
shop.
Momentum is
dedicated to the
fair trade
business model,
which places
people and
sustainability at
the heart of
every business
decision.

Jennifer and Kevin in at the shop.
Photo from the Boulder Magazine.

After their experiences working in Nepal with Tibetan refugees
and on solutions to help end the tragedy of sex trafficking,
Kevin and Jenny Natapow returned to the United States with
the goal of creating a place where people could shop for
change. "We believe that business can be more than a means
of amassing wealth for a select few, and that global trade can
promote intercultural understanding, grassroots development,
cultural preservation and economic justice," explains Jenny

http://ourworld.worldlearning.org/site/News2?JServSessionldr008=8md...
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Natapow.

Momentum, which opened in June, carries products made by
150 artisan cooperatives from around the world and features
everything from home furnishings to handbags. Every product
tells a story of hope, the recycled sari blankets were carefully
crafted by women who courageously escaped India's sex
trade, the embroidered children's aprons were lovingly sewn
by a cooperative in Zimbabwe comprised of women with
severely disabled children and the hand painted cards were
created by women in Denver experiencing homelessness and
poverty.

"Every item Momentum carries is crafted by the human hand,
tells a story and provides employment opportunities for
artisan groups around the world," explains Jenny. The store
itself is a model of sustainability, made with a 100-percent
bamboo floor, recycled insulation, ultra-low-flow plumbing
fixtures and reused appliances.

Ten percent of Momentum's profits are donated to The
Momentum Fund, a not-for-profit charitable organization
dedicated to social justice and environmental causes in the
local community. Momentum also serves as a community hub,
with a children’s play area and free fair trade coffee for
customers. "We see it not only as a store, but also as a
gathering place for our community to engage in the issues
that affect us both locally and globally," Kevin says.

Visit Momentum's website.
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